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Grinding machine tools / Chris Clark, general manager: “/IMTS went very well for us.”

IMTS2016

INNOVATION ON DispLAY

KOYO MACHINERY USA INC.”S NEWEST GRINDING MACHINES MADE IT A
BIG HIT AT THIS YEAR’S IMTS EXHIBITION. BY JIM HARRIS

SERVICE MANAGER JUSTIN HELTERBRAN (FROM LEFT),
PRESIDENT KOICHI KINOSHITA, MARKETING AND SALES

Koyo Machinery USA Inc. expect-
ed to generate positive interest in
its newest products when it attend-
ed the International Manufacturing
Technology Show (IMTS) in Chicago
in September.

The attention the company and its
latest grinding machines received at
the event, however, far exceeded what
it had anticipated. “We had many
more guests at our booth than we ex-
pected,” says Jennifer Brozek, mar-
keting and sales coordinator for the
Plymouth, Mich.-based company. “A
lot of people stopped by with specific
grinding projects they wanted to dis-
cuss, while others wanted to see our
[new] C6060 machine in action.
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COORDINATOR JENNIFER BROZEK AND REGIONAL SALES
MANAGER HECTOR ZUNIGA ATTENDED IMTS.

“We had students, engineers, CEOs
and just about every type of person at
our booth,” she adds. “It was nice to
see our customers face-to-face, talk to
them and meet a lot of new people in
the industry.”

The C6060 machine also generated
interest from IMTS TV, the event’s in-
house broadcast, which interviewed
Koyo Machinery USA General Man-
ager Chris Clark about the machine.
The C6060, which debuted during the
IMTS, is one of only a few machines
in the market capable of using large
cubic boron nitride (CBN) grinding
wheels. The company recently had
been asked to add CBN wheels to its
large centerless grinding line, an ad-

dition that resulted in its developing
a brand-new machine with a surface
speed of 80 meters per second.

The use of CBN wheels on the
machine improves customer cycle
times and wheel life while also re-
ducing downtime and maintenance.
The C6060 is also more economical
than similar competitors machines,
Clark notes.

In addition to the C6060, Koyo Ma-
chinery USA during IMTS also pre-
sented the KVD350 vertical double
disc surface grinder, which the com-
pany displayed with its side access
doors removed, allowing visitors to
see its inner workings. The company’s
KVD3s50 display included a loading
and unloading demonstration cour-
tesy of arobot provided by ACE Auto-
mation, Brozek notes.

Like the C6060 machine and the
rest of Koyo Machinery’s product
line, the KVD350 was developed in
response to customer needs. The
KVD350 also uses CBN wheels in
its grinding process. “Many of our
customers are trying to improve
their use of floor space,” Clark says.
“This machine has a small physical
footprint, but is capable of grinding
parts at a larger diameter than simi-
lar-sized surface grinders offered by
our competitors.

The KVD350isalreadyinusein man-
ufacturing plants in the United States
and Japan. The machine is largely used
to grind various kinds of parts used in
fuel systems, drive trains and other
major automotive components.

Koyo Machinery USA continues to
follow up on inquiries received about



both machines during IMTS. “IMTS
went very well for us,” Clark adds.

NEeEw CAPABILITIES

Based in Plymouth, Mich., Koyo
Machinery USA is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Koyo Machine Indus-
tries Co., Ltd. based in Osaka, Ja-
pan. Koyo Japan was established in
1961 and produces various grinding
machines, assembly machines, spin-
dles, precision ball screws, universal
joints and drive shafts. In addition,
Koyo Japan performs applied en-
gineering research and production
engineering research.

Koyo Machinery USA provides
manufacturing products to customers
in the automotive, heavy equipment,
aerospace, medical, IT and other man-
ufacturing industries. Established in
1991, Koyo Machinery specializes in
the sales and service of Koyo machines
to customers in North and South
America,as well as in Europe.

“[kvD350] HAS A SMALL
FOOTPRINT, BUT IS CAPA-
BLE OF GRINDING PARTS
AT A LARGER DIAMETER
THAN SIMILAR-SIZED
GRINDERS.”

About 90 percent of the tooling
and machine components are built
in-house at Koyo Japan, which also is
where the product designs are creat-
ed. The other 10 percent is automa-
tion components that are ordered
from its suppliers.

The company this year expanded
its service offerings when it added a
spindle rebuild department to its ISO
9001:2008-certified facility in Plym-
outh. The department will mainly re-
build spindles from Koyo equipment,
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STUDENTS, ENGINEERS, CEOS AND
MANY OTHERS WERE INTERESTED
IN KOYO’S NEW 6060 GRINDING

MACHINE AT IMTS.

though it is also capable of rebuilding
spindles from other manufacturers’
machines. “All of our spindles were
being rebuilt by a vendor or sent to
Japan,” Clark says. “We didn’t see
any reason to keep sending those out
when we can provide that service di-
rectly to our customers by bringing it
in-house.”

Koyo Machinery USA will soon also
add full machine rebuild capabilities
to its services. Both new capabilities
will require the company to hire ad-
ditional technical staff. “This will give
us more opportunity to allow us to
grow,” he adds.

WORKING TOGETHER

In addition to adding new machines
and capabilities, Koyo Machinery USA
also is improving its operations by
renovating its offices. The new office

design will place managers and sales
staff closer together in an effort to
further open lines of communication,
Clark says.

The company is also adding a
demonstration area/showroom con-
nected to the office area that will al-
low salespeople to show prospective
customers what Koyo machines are
capable of.

Clark says the new office layout will
enhance the company’s already high
level of teamwork. Employees in the
Plymouth office each perform a num-
ber of different tasks; for example,
Clark manages the office staff, goes
on sales calls and travels to Japan for
machine runoffs. “I’'m most proud of
how we work together here; almost
every employee here has to wear mul-
tiple hats,” he says. “We all believe in
getting the job done.” mt
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IMTS TV INTERVIEWS GENERAL
MANAGER CHRIS CLARK ABOUT THE
C6060 CENTERLESS GRINDER THAT
Koyo MACHINERY USA DEBUTED AT
IMTS 2016 IN CHICAGO.

Koyo MACHINERY U.S.A., INC. IN PLYMOUTH,
MICHIGAN PROVIDES SALES AND SERVICE

TO CUSTOMERS IN THE AUTOMOTIVE, HEAVY
EQUIPMENT, MEDICAL AND |T INDUSTRIES IN
NORTH AMERICA, SOUTH AMERICA AND PARTS
OF EUROPE.
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